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difficult to remain non-violent in thought, word and deed.   The success of
the  movement however  depends  upon  this  great principle.
In order to enable us to enforce this great principle in our own
lives, we must avoid all occasions for provocation. We therefore
need no demonstrations now nor big meetings, we must discipline
those who have become awakened to withstand provocation and to
do constructive national work which is organization of carding,
hand-spinning and hand-weaving so as to enable the nation to
supplement her slender resources and to find work for the idle
hours of the millions. Hindu-Muslim unity is an article of faith
with us. It is not to be cultivated or demonstrated except by all
working together for national uplift and therefore devoting their
time exclusively to manufacture of khadi.
As soon as we have attained a complete boycott of foreign
cloth and begun to manufacture our own khadi in our respective
provinces and villages, we can become free probably without having
to re-sort to mass civil disobedience. Therefore aggressive civil
disobedience should be avoided, at least till after finishing the
boycott of foreign cloth and qualifying for the manufacture of
hand-spun khadi. Defencive civil disobedience which is forced
on us in the prosecution of our campaign we ought to welcome
whenever it comes.
It will be a distinct sign of weakness and unfitness for swaraj,
if these imprisonments dishearten or demoralize us. He is no
soldier who is afraid or unwilling to pay the toll demanded of
him. The more he is called upon to pay, the more glad he is
to find himself the first to have to pay. Let us believe and know
that we must provide the Government jails with all the work
they can take. I am convinced that it is not argument but suffer-
ing of the innocent that appeals both to the persecutor and the
persecuted. The nation will shed her slothful indifference and
the Governors their callousness by the sight of such suffering.
But it must be the willing suffering of the strong and not the
unwilling suffering of the helpless weak. Those who have gone or
are about to go to jail can say, "It is finished." We who remain
outside have to prove worthy of their finished work by continu
ing their work till we have set them free or have joined them.
He serves best who suffers most.
Toung India, 8-12-1921